The German Ministers were received with great show
by both Mussolini and the Pope, and von Papen opened
the negotiations for a Concordat of incorporation (Rahmen-
Konkordaf) of all previously existing agreements between
the Reich, the German Federal States and the Vatican.

Von Papen's great diplomacy was able slowly to over-
come the accusations put forward by the Secretary of State
in the Vatican and when he returned to Berlin he had con-
vinced everyone in Rome of the reconstructive nature of
the Nazi Government and of its role as the only bulwark
of the West against the rapidly encroaching atheism and
Communism from the East, and he brought with him drafts
of the Concordat to be settled and signed in Rome in the
middle of the summer.

The Vatican was party to this lie about the ** bulwark
against Communism", because although von Papen
omitted to inform the Papal Secretary of State about it,
Pacelli already knew that the Treaty of non-aggression
between Soviet Russia and the German Republic, signed
in 1926 for five years and renewed indefinitely in 1931
by Brtining, had just been confirmed by Hitler, as his first
act in the field of Germany's foreign policy.

If von Papen was the Judas Iscariot of the German
Catholics, then the political department of the Vatican
was the committee of the Pharisees. Truth, trust and
decency had apparently ceased to exist in the Holy See
as well.
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